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GETTING ON THE COACH’S RADAR
The coaches contacted for this story love to be contacted via email.
But not just any email. They universally hate the bulk email approach.
“Some players send out massive emails to a lot of coaches,” Bohren said. “I usually don’t 

take too much interest. I much prefer a personal email, sent to me, with some background on 
the school and some expression in the letter as to why APU would be a good match.”

“The personal touch is huge,” Jensen said. “I want to know they’ve done their research. 
… I’m not taking an interest in anyone who has not invested their time to investigate my 
program.”

Don’t worry about aiming too high – most coaches will be brutally honest about whether 
they think you can make it in their program. If that happens, just pick a program that better 
matches your skill level.

“I have yet to see a player playing (at position) 7, 8 or 9 who is happy. They’re miserable,” 
Jensen said, warning student athletes not to settle for a program where they won’t play. “They 
have to run the same miles. Lift the same weights, but they’re not playing. I don’t make the 
lineup. The best players play.”

ACT LIKE A PROFESSIONAL 
After getting on the short list of junior players the coach is interested in, securing some face 

time is an absolute must for junior players. Even if an official visit is not offered – and there 
are so few of those to go around because of budget restraints – unofficial visits are a good 
way to meet the coach, other players on the team and get a feel for campus life.

“A position on the team will be based on their attitude, grades, work ethic and the values 
they carry with them,” Patton said. “I want someone on the team who I truly like. … Don’t 
bring baggage and don’t bring drama. I want to see a great sense of wanting to belong and 
being affiliated with this team. This is a four-or-five year relationship that can go on the rest 

of their lives.”
University of Colorado women’s coach Nicole Kenneally said junior players are truly under 

the microscope when they are on campus – considering an official visit is like the final inter-
view for a job. 

“Be yourself and be humble,” said Kenneally, who has coached at CU for 12 years. “Be 
who your parents taught you to be.”

She’s seen juniors texting during official visits, which is an obvious no-no. Kenneally reminds 
players that an official visit is in no way a guarantee that a player has a spot on the team. 

“You have to keep in mind that more players take official visits than we have room for,” 
Kenneally said. 

Jensen has a horror story about having to retrieve a junior visitor from the campus police 
after the recruit was caught drinking underage – but that’s the extreme. Far more often he’s 
seen players just not think about the message they’re sending with their actions – like ordering 
pizza, doughnuts or sodas for lunch.

“My favorite recruits bring their notebooks and take notes – almost like they’re an investiga-
tive reporter,” Jensen said. “I mean this is their future – not their mom or dad’s, not the coach’s. 
… Showing a coach you eat right, you’re going to come in physically fit and that you’ve got 
a work ethic is what’s going to get you over the top. Those intangibles are huge when it’s 
between you and another kid going for the last scholarship available.” 3

CONGRATULATIONS TO TEAM COLORADO MEMBERS 

BRETT, WILLIE, KALYSSA, CASEY & LUKE 
MEDALISTS AT THE 2010 SUMMER SECTIONAL

Players 12 and under who wish to be considered for 
the 2010-11 Team Colorado program are reminded 
that the viewing day is slated for 11am-2pm on Sunday, 

October 17 at the Ken Caryl Ranch House. 

Take your game to the next level!

All interested applicants can download an application at COLORADOTENNIS.com and return it to USTA Colorado Player Development Director Jason Colter 
<mailto: jason@coloradotennis.com> at USTA Colorado by Monday, October 11. Please contact Jason with any questions, 303/695-4116 x205.
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or parents of junior tennis players, helping them find the perfect college can feel 
like a monumental balancing act.

On one side, parents want to provide their child with enough guidance to help 
them make the most informed decision possible.

On the other side, most parents know it’s important to let their child own the process so 
they can develop maturity and truly take responsibility for their own fate.

The stakes, of course, seem huge.
“It’s worth the effort, that’s for sure,” said Joe Vasos of Fort Collins, whose son Will Vasos 

is a junior at the University of Iowa.
The effort by Joe Vasos, and his wife Becky, paid off because their son found the right col-

lege to play tennis, earn an education and become a part of a team.
“He loves the team and the coach and just the whole scene there,” Vasos said. 
Vasos is one of three parents who shared advice on how to navigate the often confusing 

and overwhelming terrain of the college landscape. 
Their stories show that persistence, good communication with potential coaches and exhib-

iting the qualities of a winner all play an important part of finding the right college.

Seeing is Believing
Alex Lineberry of Sedona, AZ, is a freshman at the US Air Force Academy and a member 

of its tennis team. How he got there is a lesson on the importance of campus visits, said his 
father Larry Lineberry.

Alex was playing good junior tennis and it became obvious he would play college tennis 
somewhere, said Lineberry, a USTA master professional and director of tennis at the Sedona 
Racquet Club.

He had his eye on several colleges and began the process, like most sophomores and 
juniors, by sending letters and emails to the coaches of programs where he wanted to 
play.

“He had no clue where he wanted to go,” Lineberry said.
But during the summer before his senior year, Alex Lineberry played a national juniors 

tournament in Denver. His mom, Debbie Pardee, took him to visit the USAF campus.
“He called afterward and said 

‘Dad, this is where I want to 
go,’” Lineberry said. “It was 
the most lucid statement I’d ever 
heard him make.”

At that point, it was easy for 
Alex to let go of the search for 
other schools and concentrate on 
the “very complicated and very 
intense” process of getting into 
a service academy, Lineberry 
said.

“Once a kid makes up his 
mind, that’s really what you 
want,” he said.

Alex put himself into a strong 
position with good grades, solid high school tennis play and junior tournament success, 
Lineberry said. The visit helped him turn the corner.

“Touring a campus is key, probably the most important thing,” Lineberry said. “For the 
kids, it makes it concrete and literal. They see the campus and can picture whether they see 
themselves there or not. It clarifies the decision-making.”

HAVING OPTIONS
Natalie Dunn, a freshman at the University of Denver, expressed from a young age a 

desire to learn tennis so well, she would earn a college scholarship, said her mother Leticia 
Dunn.

“I told her that’s not really necessary because by the time you get there we’ll be able to 
afford to send you,” Leticia Dunn said. 

After she watched her daughter suffer some injuries while playing at Poudre High School 
in Fort Collins and lose a coach she liked, Leticia Dunn again told her daughter she didn’t 
have to play tennis at a college level.

But Natalie Dunn never lost sight of her goal to play after high school. She played as 
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many tournaments as she could while hold-
ing down the challenging rigors of Poudre’s 
International Baccalaureate program.

Perhaps because she entered high school 
a year younger than most students, Leticia 
Dunn said, Natalie hesitated in making her 
final decision. Her success on the court – 
and in the classroom – had coaches reach-
ing out.

“I just left it to her and figured if she wants 
to do it, she will find a way,” Dunn said. “I 
took a step back.”

The combination of having a friend that 
was going to DU, as well as clicking with 
one of the team’s assistant coaches, finally 
set Natalie’s decision.

“Her thing was looking for consistency of 
a coach,” Dunn said.

Natalie had options because of her 
grades.

“Academics are huge,” Dunn said. “There 
are academic scholarships out there for 

kids.”
And though she couldn’t get to as many tournaments as some junior players, Natalie made 

the most of the ones she attended.
“We always told her it doesn’t matter how many, but how you play them,” Dunn said. “You 

do your best and try hard … keep fighting hard and have good behavior on the court.”
Dunn said often they didn’t even know they were being watched.
“You never know who’s watching,” she said, noting coaches may be there to observe 

someone else but take notice of good effort and sportsmanship.
In retrospect, Dunn said she wishes Natalie had started the process sooner. She also 

advised parents to help students create a chart of different schools, complete with academic 
highlights, team information, contacts with coaches, etc. They should also familiarize them-
selves with NCAA rules surrounding recruiting.

USING EVERY ADVANTAGE
Will Vasos was lucky in his college search 

in that he had older siblings who had earned 
college athletic scholarships to help guide 
him, Joe Vasos said.

“It was invaluable to have an older sister 
who knew the ins-and-outs of the process,” 
he said.

The 2008 state singles champion from 
Rocky Mountain High School sent a video 
tape showing his strokes and included an 
interview highlighting “who he is and what 
he wanted to accomplish,” to mostly Big 10 
schools.

Joe and Becky Vasos graduated from UI 
and the family has relatives living there, so 
Will Vasos focused his efforts on that school.

Building a good player profile was crucial, 
Vasos said, to shape “how he would be per-
ceived as a teammate and a member of the 
institution.”

Three integral pieces of that profile were 
Vasos’ love of the sport, his desire to play at the next level and the importance of team-
work.

“Will had to sell himself and represent himself,” Vasos said.
Getting to know his future coach was important to Will and Vasos said it should be a prior-

ity of any junior player before making a decision.
“They really saw life on the same plane,” Vasos said. “It was just like that relationship 

existed from day one. It should feel right for the kids.”
Vasos said it’s a long road, for both the junior player and their parents, but “if you’re seri-

ous, it can happen.”
“It can be tough deal for student athletes. Even for so-called minor sports, the demand can 

be incredible,” Vasos said. “But we’ve found out the rewards are greater for all that effort 
you put in.”  3
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